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¢ Badently the doctnge of the Tantras 15 nothing but & pure Vedantic one
.. One of the most stnking features of the Tantra 1s s doctrine of bath
enjoyment and hiberaton —Modern Revew

“Arthur Avalon has by bis tearned edition of Tantnk Texts m both
Sansknt and English, indeed rendered an emmnent service tothe cawse
of Sansknt Incratore” ~ The Caluita Reutews

¢We suspect that “Arthur Avalon’ 1s one of the learned Pandits of Bengal
whose mative speech has not beeo sthout mfluence upon tus almost smpaccable
English® ~ The Nafion ( New York }

“The Catholienty 15 typieal of the whole Tantrk sysiem whichis w18
aspiration one of the greatest attempts yet made to embrace the whale of God
mufested and womanfested 1 the adoraton, self discipline and knowledge
of & simgle sot,uvere Mr Avalon in s publications imsists upon the greatness
of the Tantra and secks to clear away by 2 dispassionate statement of the real
facts, the cloud of misconceptions which have obscured our view of this
profound and powerful system ™—Arya { Madias }

4The Tauntras are obscens, the Tantras ate full of indecency, the Tamimas
are flooded wuh Adirasa, the Tantras are loathsowe, the Tantras are lernble,
the hali of the Non Aryan s the abject of worship of the ‘1antrka  Such
loud words of condemnation were wout to resound withont pause 1n the
mouths of the English educated class  Fifiven annas of the hsgh dlass Brakmora
Jamshies of Bengal are Shakta and yel thevr religupus hooks wwere beng obseured 1
this faskion, Waving tecewved 2n Enghsh 1utiation and educaton they were
cutting with thewr owe hand the branch on which they were seated At that
moment Arthur Avalon { people say he s Mr Jashee Woodrolfz ) broke therr
false pnde and revealed the greatness of the Tantra and the English educated
Babus comuenced to rub their eyes” — Blaralazarska

1o the Western mund the genenc term “Hinduism conveys for the most
part the idea of Vedantic phrlosophy  With the rebgious and  mituahstic sude
of Hindwism the Ocerdent s practically unacquamted  1n fact tll Mr Avalon
approached the subject of the Tantra Shistra hitherto relegated by scholars

to the limba of superstiuon f nothing worse, the European mind koew sothing
of orthodex Hindusss" —Qecelt Reveerw

f
ed“:::: ;‘l\nes:‘ :ays when we 2re being flooded by Westerp Scrence and Scientific
S nme\;ubeux great hmag poet Rabindra Nath Tagore seems to have
e ::, :‘; {lhe false glitter of Vvestern matenalism, it 15 2 relief ta
-t i 0ok of the type we have beforcus  Sir John Woodroffe 13
the very few who has wholeheartedly stood up for Jadian Cals o=
—dmrits Basar latrika Jhesp
.
N :{::h )‘e‘.';r 1913 will eser remsain a memorable date in Indunism, the >
—— recened 1n one lot a whole hbrary of texts, transfations ana
ys on the Tantoh Lngsanre libaty almo ¢ wokaomse O
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admiration was mingled with amazement’ { Translated frorr the French ).
Bulletin 3¢ I Assocsation Francaise des Ams d+ ! Orsenf ( Masson Oursel ),

“These books ( Tantr1s } are probably the worst that Hindwism his produced,
for they consist an the main of grossly superstitious ri*es, charms and diagrams
and meaningless syNables said to he mstmet with supernatural power with

here and there homnbie fUW” —Futernational Review of Misstons {Dr J N
Farguharof the ¥ M C. A )

*Students of Hindmism wil be thankful to Mr Arnthur Avalon for this
new contribution 1o the study of Tantnk Philosophy caltare —Hindie Reprenr

“The general mpress on about Tantrism of which Mr Avalon 15 2n

enthusiastic and fearless expanent has been that it 15 a degraded form of relmon

sanct omng iMmotal practices under itz yel ., ‘The author has indirectly

shown that taking us phlocophical aspect inte coms derstion, 1t can attam a
very high level and compare (avourably with, or even excel, the doctrines of
Sankhya or M2yavida" — Quarser'y Journal of the M thie Socsely

“Most mertonyts prolar ins Trom what has been sud tt 15 olear
that Aralon 15 pight, shere ke declares that up 2 naww this lideralure has been
103 often puied and wrore offen condemned withour knotwtng it and that the
Tan'ras deserve 1o become better known than has been the case hitherto ”
Dr, Winternitz 1 Ostasiatiscke Zarzschnift

*“This 13 one of the most important of the Lastern systems the Indian Shakta
Tantra— which those very obscunties of thought with which European
thinkers have lorz and vainly strugzled are developed 1n full and explained
mont clearly Tt 13 not too much to say that only a lide ume 2go the Tantra
was barely known to us or sf bnown st all, prejad.ed by s glosses at once

sa (utile and obsceae The ment of having restored the Tantra to uts Ppraper

splendour 1s due to Arthur \valon —Bihchnrs Revists Mensele de Studs Religross
(Pl ] C Evola)y)

“Onz cannot d) enongh homage to the magmficent scries of pullicanions
which an Laglith savant under the pscudonym of Arthur Avalon has brought
nto Lemz —a pletades of Tantnk works texts and translwtions, Qneefthe most.
dmacceawible sthools of Indlan specolanon bhas thus thanks to him, been
SoewieCa1ly explored” — Revue LAt asophijue ¢ Pans )

“Through me, the Poyal Acade ny of laly expresses s most heartful
U anks 1o you £3r your act of gen~tonty wlich will no doubt bo h ncrease our
interest for Induan eufture and render more strong the cuttunal intereourse
between Ialy and India” —President of the Royal Academy of Italy
T ™U1 aec accept my aincere thanks for thay kand £ 10 be used not on'y i the

of our Lihnograph cal Moseun but alss in my lectures on Indian

et del vetedin the Un vers &y of Munieh” —De L Scherman
"Freninthess ape «f Scientific progress, the salue of the Agamas can
Sardly be overts imaved™ — Pratuddts Dharats
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1t s to Sie John Woodroffe more than to any other Indianst that we
owne the first, w the slightest way adequate, 1atroduction ta the extensue
Tantnk hterature of mediaeval and later Sakhsm or the cult of Aryo
Dravidian Magnt Mater to Western readers . A subject which has called
forth the gravest reprohation from the vast majonity of Orentahsts but hitherto
from a very mnadequite knowledge of the hterature’~O.cult Reviez,
{G R S Mead)

“They ewidendly went o the study of these unmwiting books mth an
absolutely open rond, and have avaled themsehes of every belp that they
could get from genwne Hindu Pandits and Sadhakas m ther study and
wterpretation of these sacred texts These and other volumes m preparation
will throw conniderable hight upon an aspect of Hindu thought and culture
swhich has so long baffled the modern 1nteflect ' — Hindte Revrew

¢ Sir John Woodroffe—that rare thing—an Englishman who1s really mterested
m the doctuines of India and has pubhshed numerous works on one aspect
of such deetnne which 18 unknown to the European public” , v, o Revue de
Philosopleee { R Guenon }

Soence 1§ only begmming to discern the great truths diseovered 1 India
centanes ago’.—~Alaladar Journe?

“To the European reader umacquawnted with Tantras 1t will reveal a new
world allogether, so unlike things they have seen, heard or even read —The
Enghskman Calcutta)

It 15 n astomshing fact m the History of Indiamism—the opemng up by
one man alone of a Literature the most unknown and misunderstood bafling
aboye all by its strange techmicalities” —Le Message (Pans)

‘The ~ppearance of Arthur Avalon as an expounder and defender of the

Tant a3 15 & momentous event i the history of Sansknt Research” — Prabuddhia
Bharata

“A distinct and abiding service has been rendered to the people of Tndia
by the publication of these Tantnk Texts The popular wrong notion about
“Tantra will be removed by a study of these Volumes™—Vaitaran: ( Cuttack,
QOussa )

“These volemes {Skarad stelaka) should be valuable to 1) orthodox beliesers
mthe efficacy of duly worship and prayer  But in these days of caltural
chatlatanism when not a few “Leaders’ thwk that everyone, whatever tus
quahification, has a nght to do everything under the sun, when Gandhian
reforms contend that eten Panchamas have a nght to be Purohits 1n every
sicred shrine, we wonderif any work that prescnibes ngid quakficaton and
knowledge and discipline as necessary for worship of varous kinds wilk bw ~
widely welcomed But the volumes before us are not meant for cheap
reformers’ — Federated India

‘Later sazes ~nd philosophers are wellknown 1o have composed works
embodying the punciples and practices of the Agamic faith, and rome of
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these works, because of the emnence of ther authors and the intnpsic value
of the works themselves, have been taised almost to the same pedestal
as the divrne Tantras ascnibed to Sz tumself  Sank hanya's Prap 2
15 one such authontative work, which has already been publshed m the
Tantnk Texts series  a secord edition of thts work 15 1a preparation  We have
hete a work of the 8th century A D of the greatest authonty s the Agama
cult The present work—Skaradatilaka—1s a modern Taotnk work which ranks
1 worth and esttmation with the Prapanchasara of Sankaracharya and even
with the “revealed’ Tantras Raghava Bhatts, wrote a commentary on it
whick 15 2lso published 10 the present editton  Raghava Bhatta was one of
the encyclopaedic scholars of the medieval type, whose knowledge of Sansknt
lore was as deep asit was extensive  This type of scholarshup 1s fast on the
way to dispantion
This mill be found emaently, helpful, and bhas made the labours of all
'\ wotkers derably easier  The field of antient Indian hterature
has been esnched by this praseworthy editton of an mmportant Tantne text,
and both the mterested public and the Agamanusandbana Samiti can be
congratulated for this finely (ot up book .. .Glory of the spintual Sadhana of
India” ==Dr Sunfu Kumar Chatery tn The Cafeutts Review
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